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Response RE: Staff trying to permanently restrict growth and development —

It is incorrect to assert that Planning Commission staff are trying to
permanently restrict growth and development. No changes are proposed to
current policy that accommodates growth outside the urban service area.

As part of the comprehensive plan update, inside the Urban Service Area, an
“activity center and corridor redevelopment concept” has been introduced as
a creative way for local government to best serve the full extent of anticipated
growth and reap the further benefits of contiguous urban development where
it is most suitable.

Recommending that local officials consider new ways of thinking about
growth that may benefit their community’s future, and having a dialogue
with planners, citizens, developers, special interest groups, and other affected
parties, is an important aspect of finding the right future for the community
as it evolves.

Response RE: Layoffs planned as a result of less and less area to plan -
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questions or concerns abut ongoing planning for the four governments within
Hillsborough County. We welcome the opportunity to share information.

By copy of this memo to Pat Bean, County Administrator, I respectfully request
the opportunity to present this report to the Board of County Commissioners, if
the response from the County Administration is placed on the agenda for

presentation.
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Sincerely,

Robert B. Hunter, FAICP
Executive Director

Attachments (3)
cc: Pat Bean‘/

The Planning Commission
Tracy Robin
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Chart # 2

Hillsborough Planr.ung Hillsborough Planning
Commission . .
. County Adopted County Gov't Commission
Fiscal Year . Adopted
Operating . Funded Full- Funded Full-
. Operating i . . .
Budget . Time Positions | Time Positions
Budget
FYO0O $976.6 $4.6 9,104 60
FYQ7 $1,668.9 $6.6 10,517 60
Change $692.3 (71%) $2.0 1,413 (16%) 0
* Millions

Source: FY00 and FY07 Adopted Budgets for Hillsborough County, Florida, Volume |, Operations And

Funding Guide



BING KEARNEY

511 SEDDON COVE WAY, TAMPA, FL 33602 ~ PHONE: (313} 43$L7102, FAX: (B13) 630-0855

May B, 2007

B Sent Vla Fax & U.S. Mail
County Commissloner

P.0. Box 1110

Tampa, Forida 33601

Fax: (813) 272-7053

Dear Commissioner Blalr,

The problem that the development and construction Industry has had over the last
couple of years In Hilishorough County Is that the development and review department
does not have the abliity and/or the desire to timely revlew and comment on a set of
clvil englneering construction plans for subdivision development. Additionally, this also
applles to all commercia) bullding construction plans and also permits for bullding
construction. Approximately four years ago (under Dave Ford), It took Hillsborough
County 90-120 days to turn out a 200 lot subdivision, fully permitted. At the present
me, It averages 1-3 years, What we are faced with now Is that the Inspection
department doesn’t have anything to Inspect because nothing gats approved for
construction in the review department. A portion of this Is caused by the recent
downturn In the housing boom, as well as, the economy. But, In the event that a home
bullder had a development profect that they wanted to move forward with, the plans
would still not be timely permitted, so consequently, the bullder would also not be able
to pull a bullding permit which would allow the Inspection department to have
something to do. The county has lost staff to the private Industry; however, even after
they move to the private sector and Increase thelr annual waga, It amazes me that the
former county employee who practiced In Hillsborough County for 20 years can't draw a
sat of plans which would require minimal comments to get approved.

As a taxpayer and employer in Hillshorough County, I belleve that the county should
run Just like a private business would. There have been thousands and thousands of
recent layoffs Ir the comstruction Industry In Hillsborough County which Include
plumbers, elecriclans, drywall contractors, roofers, painters, utllity contractors, etc. I
belleve that Hillsborough County should also have to lay off Its employees and operate
lIke private Industry would have to operate If they didn't have any work to do. Before
laying them off, I would suggest allowing the review department 30 days to get thelr
staff Issues resolved and start providing the service that taxpayers and employers

expect.



I would suggest that the Commissloners look Into the following Issues:
Find out how many prajacts of subdivision plans were permitted
In the year 2000
In the year 2001
In the year 2002
In the year 2003
In the year 2004
In the year 2005
In the year 2006
In 2007, to date.
Find out how many sets of commercial site plans wera approved
In the year 2000
In the year 2001
In the year 2002
In the year 2003
In the year 2004
In the year 2005
In the year 2006
In 2007, to date.
Find out how many reviewers Hillsborough County had raviewing suhdivision site plans?
In the year 2000
In the year 2001
In the year 2002
In the year 2003
In the year 2004
In the year 2005
In the year 2006
In 2007, to date.
Find out how many reviewers Hillshorough County had reviewing Commercial site
plans?
In the year 2000
In the year 2001
In the year 2002
In the year 2003
In the year 2004
In the year 2005
In the year 2006
In 2007, to date.

1 would also like for you to ask the Growth and Development Review Manager how long
it would take for one reviewer to review a 200 lot subdivision If he did nothing else
other than work on this project 8-10 hours a day or his/her normal working time per
day. T would also like to know how long It would take to have a 15 foot long, 5 foot
high and 1 foot wide entrance monument reviewed and approved.



There ara cutrently hundreds of unapproved subdivision plans which date back to
approximately 3 years ‘ago which still remain un-permitted. Hillsborough County is
corracting this problem by working on procedures, organizational charts, streamline
processes, etc, to improve the depariment. I anticipate this process could take another
3-5 years to Improve the reviaw process to get It back to what It was four years ago. 1
belleve that the construction industry would agree that this Is unacceptable.

I belleva that It Is the philosophy of the planning commisslon and Its staff to limit
growth and development In the county. Each year we have less and less acres In
Hillshorough County to plan. As an example, I can assure you that no planner Is (or
should be) planning the re-development of the Brandon Town Center Mall,

It would be nice to obtaln from Planning Commission how many employees and
planners they employed In 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007. It would
also be nice to see what thelr budget was in 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006
and 2007.

It would also be nice to get a report from the Planning Commisslon Director on what
exactly each planner Is doing ali day long. They are currently trying to limit the urban
service area to permanently restrict growth and development in Hillshorough County,
which will definitely happen when the voters pass hometown democracy. I would also
like to see thelr 1 year, 2 year, 3 year, 4 year, etc. plan on how many permanent
layoffs they plan on doing each year In the future, It would be embarrassing to see that
they are planning to add staff with less and less land area to plan. At what stage will
they start laying off thelr employees and say “job well-done, misslon accomplished.”

When a 200 lot subdivision s approved, It might take up 200 acres of land that no
planner will ever have to work on again. When you get down to South Wimauma where
the future land use plan allows for one unit per 5 or 10 acres, I can imagine what a
planner Is dolng all day long planning that particular acreage. It would be interesting to
see the work product showing what each and every person Is working on with thelr
timesheets, as well as, the directed schedule of what they have been told to plan for
the future. I also don't. belleva that we should allow the planning commission to work
On any projects not required by law.

In closing, I would like to thank you for all of your dedication and hard work.
Respectfully,

.'Bt'ng ﬂfeamwy, elgned in his abeanca to avold delay
Bing Keamney
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